
Westbrook Concrete Block Co., Inc.  439  Spencer Plains Road   Westbrook, CT 06498   t.860.399.6201   info@westbrookblock.com

A Tradition of Innovation
page 1 of 3

Split Rib Masonry Units Specification
Part 1

submit tal
Sub mit color s amples for selec tion from manuf ac turer ’s s t andard color s and te x tures . Submit  
produc t liter ature, cer tific ations and tes t repor t s and f ull sized s amples of each color sp ecified .

qualit y a ssur ance
certific ation 
Concrete M a sonr y U nit s for g r inding shall m eet all appropr iate, applic able s t andards  
of A S TM lates t edition .

»» A S TM C9 0  Load B ear ing M a sonr y U nit s

»» A S TM C33  Sp ecific ation for Concrete A g g reg ates

»» A S TM C14 0  S ampling and Tes ting for Concrete M a sonr y U nit s

»» A S TM C331  Lig ht weig ht A g g reg ates for Concrete M a sonr y U nit s 

»» A S TM E 514  Water Penetr ation and Leak a ge throu g h M a sonr y

delivery, stor age and handling
Wes tbrook Concrete B lock ’s Split Rib U nit s shall b e deli vered to the jobsite on covered ,  
s tretch w r app ed wood pallet s w ith e x panded pol y s t y rene di v ider s separ ating the layer s of block .  
Store pallet s in sing le s t ack s on level g round and covered with w ater proof cover ing to protec t  
the unit s from inclem ent weather. When s tocking the s t a g ing area s , unit s shall b e handled c aref ull y  
to avoid chipping and dama ge to the finished sur f aces .

protect and site conditions
Cover w alls each day af ter ins t allation . Take sp ecial c are to protec t from mois ture p enetr ation .
Af ter unit s are ins t alled they should b e protec ted from dama ge by other tr ades . Walls should  
b e covered with pla s tic or pl y wood to prevent s t aining or chipping .
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Part 2

product name
Split Rib Concrete M a sonr y U nit

manufacturer
Wes tbrook Concrete B lock Company

sizes and shapes
»» H eig ht and Leng th sur f aces are processed to prov ide a finished dim ension of 7  5⁄8˝ x 15  5⁄8˝  

	 (unless other w ise sp ecified ). Split Rib unit s are Intended to prov ide a r andom sur f ace te x ture  
	 and therefore the w idth c an v ar y.

water repellency
All Wes tb rook Concrete B lock Split Rib unit s shall b e manuf ac tured with the w ater rep ellant 
admi x ture D r y B lock ®, a produc t of the G r ace Cons tr uc tion Produc t s , in suf ficient amount  
to compl y with the manuf ac turer ’s recomm endation .

fire resistance
D efine required hour l y r ating s a s 2 ,  3,  or 4  hour s under the prov isions of U nder w r iter s 
L ab or ator ies . All fire - r ated concrete ma sonr y unit s shall b e manuf ac tured in compliance  
with the appropr iate U L desig n numb er.

recycled content
Wes tbrook Concrete B lock Split Rib U nit s c an b e manuf ac tured using cer tified rec ycled content s 
cont aining b oth Pre and Pos t Consum er Rec ycled content . This rec ycled content contr ib utes 
tow ard LEED M ater ials & Resource Credit s 4 .1  & 4 . 2 .  Plea se cont ac t your author ized Wes tbrook 
Concrete B lock represent ati ve for sizes , shap es and color s av ailable with rec ycled content .
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Part 3

l aying ma sonry walls
L ay ing concrete ma sonr y unit s incor p or ating the b es t ma sonr y pr ac tices . Ins t all onl y qualit y unit s ; 
rejec t all defec ti ve unit s . Alig n unit s level , plumb and tr ue with unifor m c aref ull y tooled 3⁄8˝ wide 
conc ave mor t ar joint s . Avoid r aked joint s in f avor of a tooled “ V ” joint . This t y p e of joint will insure 
that the mor t ar is pressed up and dow n to the top and b ot tom of the unit s and will avoid chipping 
the ed ges a s of ten happ ens w ith a r aked joint . D r aw block s from more than one pallet to insure 
b lending of color r ange. All e x ter ior mor t ar shall cont ain G r ace Cons tr uc tion Produc t s D r y B lock ® 
mor t ar w ater rep ellant additi ve.

finish and appear ance 
Prov isions relating to finish and app ear ance prohibit s defec t s that would impair the s treng th  
or p er for mance of the cons tr uc tion , b ut p er mit minor cr ack s incident al to the usual 
manuf ac tur ing m ethods . The presence of objec tionable imp er fec tions is b a sed on v iewing  
the f ace or f aces from a dis t ance of 0  feet (6 .1  m eter s) under dif f used lig hting . Color and te x ture 
shall confor m to a s ample consis ting of not less than 4  unit s , representing color and te x ture.

qualit y control during install ation
Prov ide adequate lig hting for ma sonr y wor k for even illumination dur ing ins t allation .

»» M ake all cut s w ith a motor dr i ven , w ater lubr ic ated ma sonr y s aw using a diamond blade.

»» L ay unit s with a f ull b ed and head joint s .

»» Tool all mor t ar joint s and either conc ave or “ V ” joint .

»» Remove mor t ar from f ace of unit s b efore it set s .

»» Insp ec t finished w alls to insure they are free from chips , cr ack s and any imp er fec tions 
	 that would detr ac t from the over all app ear ance of the w all .  Walls should b e v iewed from  
	 a dis t ance of t went y (20) feet under nor mal lig hting to deter mine accept ance. 

fl a shing
Ins t all f la shing at loc ations show n in the plans and in s tr ic t accordance with the det ails  
and the b es t ma sonr y f la shing pr ac tices .

weep holes and vents
Ins t all weep holes and vent s at prop er inter v als (32˝ O.C . and 2˝ long , ab ove b ed joint s , t y pic al )  
at cour ses ab ove g r ade, ab ove f la shing , and at any w ater s tops over window s , door s , and b eams .

pointing
Tuckpoint the joint s of scored Split Rib U nit s

cleaning
»» Keep w alls clean dur ing ins t allation using br ushes , r a g s or b ur lap.

»» D o not allow e xcess mor t ar lumps or sm ear s to set on the finished sur f ace.

»» Clean the completed w alls w ith a deter gent ma sonr y cleaner manuf ac tured  
	 by the Prosoco Company.

»» Lig ht D ut y Concrete Cleaner s tr ic tl y follow ing the manuf ac turer ’s ins tr uc tions .

D O N OT USE ACID O R AB R A SIVE S O N TH E FIN ISH ED WALL .

Hig h pressure w a shing is not recomm ended and could inter fere with the D r y B lock ®  
and c ause ef f lorescence.


