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A Tradition of Innovation

WESTBRICKS® Safety Data Sheet
Section 1 — Identification
Identit y: 	 	 WESTBRICKS ® with Poz zotive ®

Generic ID: 	 	 �Poz zotive ® Concrete Ma sonr y Produc ts 	
(Concrete Block , Concrete Brick , Concrete Paver s 	
and Concrete Retaining Wall Block)

Use:			  Poz zolan for cement , mor tar, concrete, stucco, cultured 	
	 	 	 stone and other concrete related produc ts and industrial 	
	 	 	 filler for use in coating s , pla stics , rubber s , adhesives , etc.

Supplier/Manuf ac turer: 	 	 Wes tbrook Concrete B lock Co. , Inc . 

	 	 	 2074  B os ton Pos t Road	
	 	 	 Wes tbrook , C T 0 6 498

Phone Number: 	 	 (86 0) 39 9 - 6201	

Emergenc y Phone Number: 	 	 (86 0) 39 9 - 6201

Date Prepared: 	 	 16 Apr il ,  2018

Section 2 — Hazardous Ingredients / Identify Information
Ha zardous Components: 	 	 �Finished Concrete M a sonr y Produc t s t y pic all y cont ain 

the following component s that m eet the ha z ard 
definitions and repor ting requirem ent s in 29CFR 
1910 .120 0,  the OSHA H a z ard Communic ation s t andard:

	 	 	 �S and and A g g reg ates ( possibl y cont aining Cr y s t alline 
Silic a Cr is tob alite)	
Powdered b ot tle g la ss	
Lim es tone	
Cem ent

	 	 	 �Finished concrete ma sonr y produc t s are made with 
ing redient s that are pr imar il y nuis ance dus t s althou g h 
som e ing redient s may cont ain cr y s t alline silic a . S om e 
finished concrete ma sonr y produc t s may cont ain 
tr aces of residual mater ials from mater ial enhancem ent 
additi ves such a s pla s ticizer s , acceler ator s , pig m ent s or 
w ater rep ellant s . The concentr ations of tr ace mater ials 
are e x p ec ted to b e b elow repor ting thresholds for the 
OSHA H a z ard Communic ation s t andard .

Specific Chemical Identit y: 	 	 �Silicon D iox ide SiO2 (C A S 14 8 0 8 - 6 0 -7)	
Lim es tone (C A S 1317- 65 -3)	
Cem ent (C A S 659 97-15 -1  for Por tland Cem ent)	
Poz zoti ve ® powdered soda lim e g la ss (C A S 6 59 97 -17 -3)

Common Names: 	 	 �S and also know n a s Silic a , Flint , S and , Cr y s t alline Free 
Silic a , Q uar t z , G round Silic a 

	 	 	 �Lim es tone also know n a s mar ble, mar ble chips , g r anite, 
and c alcium c ar b onate

	 	 	 Cem ent also know n a s Por tland cem ent

	 	 	 Poz zoti ve ® is ver y finel y g round rec ycled g la ss b ot tles
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E xposure Standards: 	

Substance OSHA PEL-T WA 2006  version of  
ACGIH TLV-T WA®

NIOSH REL-T WA

S and and A g g reg ates 
cont aining cr y s t alline 
silic a and Cr is tob alite

S ee PEL for mula 	
b elow for Respir able 
silic a - quar t z

0 . 025  m g /m 3 	
(Respir able dus t)

0 . 05  m g /m 3 	
(Respir able dus t)

Lim es tone and 
Por tland Cem ent 	
(All treated a s 	
Nuis ance P ar ticulates)

15  m g /m 3 Tot al dus t

5  m g /m 3 Respir able 
dus t

10  m g /m 3 Inhalable dus t 10  m g /m 3 Tot al dus t

5  m g /m 3 Respir able 
dus t

C alcium ox ide 5  m g /m 3 Tot al dus t 2  m g /m 3 Inhalable dus t 2  m g /m 3 Tot al dus t

OSHA PEL: 	 	 �The O ccupational S afet y and H ealth Adminis tr ation 
es t ablished Per missible E x posure Limit s for the 
subs t ances potentiall y present a s component s of 
concrete ma sonr y dus t s for 8 - hour tim e - weig hted 
aver a ge e x posures . The OSHA PEL s are leg al control 
limit s found in 29  CFR 1910 .10 0 0,  Air Cont aminant s , Table 
Z-1,  Table Z-2  and Table Z-3.

	 	 	 �E x posure to respir able air b or ne cr y s t alline silic a shall 
not e xceed an 8 - hour tim eweig hted aver a ge limit a s 
c alculated using the for mula b elow from 1910 .10 0 0,  Table 
Z-3,  M iner al D us t s:

	 	 	 Silic a , Cr y s t alline Q uar t z (Respir able D us t)    � 10  m g / m 3 % 
Q uar t z + 2

	 	 	 �For Cr is tob alite, use 1⁄2  the v alue c alculated from the 
for mula for Q uar t z .

ACGIH TLV: 	 	 �The Am er ic an Conference of G over nm ent al Indus tr ial 
H yg ienis t s es t ablished Threshold Limit Values for the 
subs t ances potentiall y present a s component s of 
concrete ma sonr y dus t for 8 - hour tim e - weig hted aver a ge 
e x posures . The ACGIH TLVs are e x posure s t andards 
recomm ended a s a mat ter of good s afet y and health 
pr ac tice.

NIOSH REL: 	 	 �The N ational Ins titute for O ccupational S afet y and H ealth 
(N IOSH). Recomm ended E x posure Limit s es t ablished 
s t andard ma x imum p er missible concentr ations a s 
deter mined by a f ull - shif t s ample up to a 10 - hour wor k day, 
4 0 - hour wor k week .
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Section 3 — Physical / Chemical Characteristics
Boiling Point: 	 	 N /A

Vapor Pressure: 	 	 N /A

Vapor Densit y: 	 	 N /A

Solubilit y in Water: 	 	 N ot S oluble

Appearance and Odor: 	 	 O dor less S olid

Specific Gravit y (H2O = 1): 	 	 2 . 6 to 2 .7

Melting Point: 	 	 > 8 0 0° C

Ev aporation Rate: 
(But yl Acetate = 1) 	 	 N /A

Section 4 — Fire and Explosion Hazard Data
Flash Point (Method Used ): 	 	 N /A

Flammable Limits: 	 	 N /A

LEL:		 	 N /A 

UEL: 	 	 N /A

E x tinguishing Media: 	 	 N /A

Special Fire Fighting Procedures: 	 N one

Unusual Fire and E xplosion Ha zards: 	 N one

Section 5 — Reactivity Data
Stabilit y: 	 	 St able

Conditions to avoid: 	 	 N one know n

Incompatibilit y (Materials to Avoid ): 	 �Concrete and Lim es tone reac t with s trong acids 	
to lib er ate c ar b on diox ide.

Hazardous Decomposition or Byproducts:	 �The cur ing process for concrete ma sonr y produc t s may 
consum e ox ygen that should produce no sig nific ant 
ha z ard under nor mal op er ating conditions . U nder 
e x trem e conditions in an enclosed env ironm ent , it could 
p ossibl y produce an ox ygen deficient env ironm ent 
unsuit able for continuous human occupanc y. In an 
enclosed env ironm ent , adequate fresh air should b e 
prov ided and suit able atmospher ic tes ting should b e 
conduc ted to ver if y the ox ygen content is suit able.

Ha zardous Polymerization:	 	 N ot know n to occur

Conditions to Avoid: 	 	 N one know n
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Section 6 — Health Hazard Data
Route(s) of Entr y: 	 �inhal ation 	 Yes 	

skin 	 Yes 	
inges tion 	 Yes

	 	 	 �Inhalation is the pr imar y route of entr y for subs t ances 
present in concrete ma sonr y produc t s . Wet concrete 
produc t s may c ause ir r it ation of the skin af ter direc t 
skin cont ac t due to the alk aline nature of component s 
blended into the wet concrete slur r y. Tr ace amount s 
of he x av alent chromium have also b een a ssociated 
w ith chromate sensiti ve cont ac t der matitis in wor ker s 
e x posed to wet cem ent or concrete. D r y concrete dus t s 
are unlikel y to produce skin ir r it ation under e x p ec ted 
conditions of e x posure; however, if skin ir r it ation is 
e x p er ienced , ef for t s should b e made to prevent skin 
cont ac t using good hyg iene and protec ti ve equipm ent 
pr ac tices . H andling finished concrete ma sonr y produc t s 
c an b e abr a si ve to the skin . Inges tion is an unlikel y route 
of entr y in mos t occupational set ting s .

Health Ha zards (Acute and Chronic):  	 �U nder nor mal conditions of handling and use, dus t 
e x posures from concrete ma sonr y produc t s should b e 
minimal . Finishing processes such a s s anding or cut ting 
may relea se dus t s cont aining respir able cr y s t alline silic a . 
Prolonged e x posure to dus t s cont aining respir able 
cr y s t alline silic a may c ause delayed (chronic) lung injur y 
(silicosis). Acute or r apidl y developing silicosis may occur 
in a shor t p er iod of tim e af ter heav y e x posure. Silicosis 
is a for m of dis abling pulmonar y fibrosis , w hich c an 
b e prog ressi ve and may lead to death . B ronchitis and 
tub erculosis are also disea ses a ssociated with inhalation 
of dus t s containing respir able silica . Some s tudies indicate 
an a ssociation with lung cancer from exposure to silica .

Carcinogenicit y:  	 	 �Finished concrete ma sonr y produc t s are not considered 
to b e c arcinogenic . Concrete dus t s created by m echanic al 
finishing pro cesses such a s s awing and s anding may 
cont ain concentr ations of respir able cr y s t alline 
silic a - quar t z with c arcinogenic cla ssific ations by the 
or g aniz ations lis ted b elow :

			   NTP: Yes

	 	 	 �The N ational Tox icolog y Prog r am (NTP) published it s 
Eleventh Annual Repor t on C arcinogens w hich concludes 
that “ silic a , cr y s t alline (respir able)” is know n to b e a 
human c arcinogen . The NTP conclusion is b a sed on 
suf ficient ev idence for the c arcinogenic t y of respir able 
cr y s t alline silic a from s tudies in humans indic ates a c aus al 
relationship b et ween e x posure and increa sing lung c ancer 
r ates in wor ker s e x posed to cr y s t alline silic a w a s rev iewed 
in IARC , 19 97;  B row n et . al . ,  H or izdot , et . al . ,  19 97

			   IARC Monographs:  Yes

	 	 	 �IARC M onog r aphs on the Ev aluation of the C arcinogenic 
Risk of Chemic als to Humans (volum e 68 , 19 97) 
concludes that there is suf ficient ev idence for the 
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c arcinogenicit y of cr y s t alline silic a to e x p er im ent al 
animals , and that there is limited ev idence of the 
c arcinogenicit y of cr y s t alline silic a to humans . IARC 
G roup 1 C arcinogenic to humans .

Signs and Symptoms of E xposure: 	 �Shor tness of breath following phy sic al e xer tion , severe 
cou g h , f atig ue, loss of app etite, ches t pains and fever. 
(S ource N IOSH / D O L Fac t sheet – “ Preventing Silicosis ” )

Medical Conditions Generally  
Ag grav ated by E xposure:  	 	 �Pre - e x is ting lung disea ses such a s emphy sema or a s thma : 

Pulmonar y f unc tion may b e reduced by inhalation 
of respir able cr y s t alline silic a . Also lung sc ar r ing 
produced by such inhalation may lead to a prog ressi ve 
ma ssi ve fibrosis of the lung w hich may a g g r av ate other 
pulmonar y conditions and disea ses and w hich increa ses 
susceptibilit y to pulmonar y tub erculosis . Prog ressi ve 
ma ssi ve fibrosis may b e accompanied by r ig ht hear t 
enlar gem ent , hear t f ailure, and pulmonar y f ailure. 
Smoking may a g g r av ate the ef fec t s of e x posure.

Emergenc y and First Aid Procedures:  	 �For s and in eyes dur ing dr y s awing or g r inding op er ations , 
imm ediatel y f lush generousl y with w ater for 15  minutes . 
If ir r it ation p er sis t s , seek m edic al at tention . For g ross 
inhalation , remove p er son imm ediatel y to fresh air, g i ve 
ar tificial respir ation a s needed , seek m edic al at tention 	
a s needed .

Section 7 — Precautions for Safe Handling and Use
Steps to be taken in Case Material  
is Released or Spilled:  	 	 �U tilize wet m ethods to minimize air b or ne dus t 

concentr ations w henever fea sible. When dr y s awing or 
g r inding , use dus tless s y s tems for handling , s tor a ge, and 
cleaning so that air b or ne dus t do es not e xceed the PEL . 
Use adequate ventilation and dus t control /suppression 
equipm ent . Pr ac tice good housekeeping . 	
D o not p er mit dus t to collec t on w alls , f loor s , sills , led ges , 
machiner y, or equipm ent . M aint ain , clean , 	
and fit tes t respir ator s in accordance with OSHA 
reg ulations . M aint ain and tes t ventilation and dus t 
collec tion equipm ent . Wa sh or v acuum clothing 	
w hich ha s b ecom e dus t y. 

	 	 	 S ee also control m ea sures in S ec tion VIII .

Waste Disposal Method: 	 	 �N or mal break a ge may b e picked up and disc arded a s 
common w a s te. Residue from dr y s awing and g r inding 
op er ations should b e disposed of in accordance with 
Feder al , St ate, and Loc al reg ulations .
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Precautions to be Taken in Handling  
and Storing : 	 	 N one

Other Precautions: 	 	 �S ee OSHA H a z ard Communic ation Rule 29  CFR S ec tions 
1910 .120 0 , 1915.9 9, 1917. 28 , 1918 .9 0 , 1926 .59,  and 
1928 . 21,  and s t ate and loc al wor ker or communit y “r ig ht 
to know ” law s and reg ulations . We recomm end that 
smoking b e prohibited in all area s w here respir ator s mus t 
b e used . 

			�   warn yo u r em ployees (and yo u r cus tom ers – users 
in c a se of resale) by pos ting , and other m e ans , of 
the ha z ard and osha prec autions to b e used. provide 
tr aining for yo u r em ployees abo ut  
the osha prec autions . 

	 	 	 �S ee also Am er ic an S ociet y for Tes ting and M ater ials 
(A S TM) St andard Pr ac tice E1132- 86 ,  “ St andard Pr ac tice 
for H ealth Requirem ent s Relating to O ccupational 
E x posure to Q uar t z D us t .”

Section 8 — Control Measures
Respirator y Protec tion: 	 	 �U tilize suit able N IOSH approved respir ator y protec tion 

dev ices w henever finished concrete or ma sonr y produc t s 
are used in a manner that produces dus t s in e xcess of 
applic able e x posure s t andards . Respir ator s should b e 
selec ted b a sed upon the e x posure level encountered 
using indus tr ial hyg iene dat a and accepted respir ator y 
protec tion pr ac tices . Since it is the respir able fr ac tion of 
pr imar y m edic al concer n for dus t s cont aining cr y s t alline 
silic a , it is ad v is able to utilize respir ator y protec tion 
dev ices with Hig h Ef ficienc y P ar ticulate Ar res ting 
c apabilities (H EPA filtered ). Consult a tr ained s afet y and 
health professional for a ssis t ance with prop er selec tion 
of respir ator y protec tion dev ices b a sed upon your 
e x posure situation . All use of respir ator y protec tion 
dev ices should b e done consis tent with requirem ent s 
in the OSHA Respir ator y Protec tion s t andard , 1910 .13 4 . 
The N IOSH Respir ator Topic s pa ge (w w w. cdc . gov/
niosh /npptl / topic s /respir ator s / ) should b e consulted for 
additional infor mation on respir ator y protec tion .

Ventilation: 	 	
lo c al e xhaus t	 	 �When finishing t a sk s produce concrete dus t s in e xcess 

of applic able e x posure s t andards , use suf ficient loc al 
e x haus t to reduce the level of respir able dus t b elow the 
applic able e x posure s t andard . S ee ACGIH “ Indus tr ial 
Ventilation , A M anual of Recomm ended Pr ac tice,” lates t 
edition .

m echanic al 	 	 �Use wet m ethods w henever fea sible to prevent 
gener ation of air b or ne dus t s w hen finishing concrete or 
ma sonr y produc t s .

special 	 	 S ee “O ther Prec autions ” under S ec tion VII .

other 	 	 S ee “O ther Prec autions ” under S ec tion VII .
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protec tive gloves 	 	 �Wear suit able protec ti ve g loves to prevent 
m echanic al abr a sion of the skin w hen handling 
finished concrete ma sonr y produc t s .

e ye protec tion 	 	 �When s awing or g r inding concrete ma sonr y 
produc t s , wear protec ti ve shield or tig ht fit ting 
gog g les (s afet y g la sses).

other protec tive clothing or equ ipm ent 	 O ptional

work /hygienic pr ac tices 	 	 �U tilize wet m ethods for cut ting , s anding or cleaning 
t a sk s that produce air b or ne dus t w henever fea sible. 
Avoid creating and breathing dus t . M inimize 
skin cont ac t using good hyg iene and protec ti ve 
equipm ent pr ac tices . S ee “O ther Prec autions ” under 
S ec tion VII .

The infor mation and recommendations cont ained herein are b a sed upon dat a believed to be 
cor rec t . How ever, no g uar antee or w ar r ant y of any kind , e x pres s or implied , is made w ith respec t 
to the infor mation cont ained herein . We accept no responsibilit y and disclaim all l ia bilit y for any 
har mf ul health ef fec t s , w hich may be caused by e x posure to air b or ne dus t p ar ticles created by dr y 
s aw ing or g r inding of our pro duc t s . Cus tomer s / user s of concrete ma sonr y pro duc t s mus t compl y 
w ith all a pplica ble health and s afet y law s , reg ulations , and order s .


